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The Fame Game: Two PLNU Students’ Video Goes Viral!!
As the 2013-2014 school year wrapped up this past May, most students found 

themselves completely consumed by final exams. However, two students, Olivia Mowry and 
Jené Johnson, found themselves preoccupied with something quite different. They found 
themselves dealing with fame, and all because of a short 2 minute video.!!

It all started just a week earlier, on Thursday, May 1st at PLNU’s annual Film and 
Television Festival. This year’s Festival included a 2x2 Film Contest comprised of two minute 
short films that were produced by students within a 2 week time frame. The winning film, entitled 
“Do You Wanna Go To Starbucks?”, produced by Mowry, a Media Communications major, was 
shown and received an outstanding response from audience members. The video features 
Johnson, who is a PLNU Music Composition graduate, singing and dancing about her craving 
for Starbucks coffee, in a musical parody of Disney’s Frozen’s “Do You Wanna Build A 
Snowman?” song.!!

“The video started as a cute little idea. Jené had come up with the lyrics and I was going 
to do the video aspect. After winning Point TV’s 2x2 Film Contest and receiving such a positive 
reaction from the initial viewers, we then decided to put the video on YouTube. We knew it was 
a good video but had no idea what would become of it.” said Mowry.!!

From the moment the video was uploaded on YouTube, it was an instant success. It 
received over 100 views in the first hour alone, and the pair began to realize its public potential. 
Within a matter of several more hours, the video had 1000 views and was being circulated 
outside of the Point Loma community. At this point, it really began to take off. Over the next 
several days, many media organizations began contacting Mowry and Johnson, asking to run 
stories on the video and its instant internet popularity.!!

The duo’s work was featured by multiple San Diego news stations, along with The 
Huffington Post, The Washington Post, People Magazine, Seventeen, IMDb, Broadway World, 
and The Today Show, just to name a few.!!



Johnson spoke on the surreality of seeing or hearing her name in so many media 
saying, “Seeing our names in such well-recognized places is a really exhilarating thing! We 
made this video for fun, and little did we know that the fun would continue for weeks to come.”!!

Although the two girls enjoyed every minute of the experience, it was not without its 
challenges. !!

“Since it all took off during finals week, it was really crazy at first. We were getting 
bombarded by different media outlets, and the updates just kept flooding in, so balancing that 
with studying for finals was pretty tricky, but we managed!” explained Johnson.!!

Today, the video has just over 2.3 million views and is still racking up more with each 
passing hour. The video was not only great publicity for these students and their professional 
talents, but it was also a very positive promotion for PLNU in general. “Quote on how this 
video was nice publicity for Point Loma.” commented Christine Spicer, title.  !!

 Overall, it was an occurrence that neither of them expected or would ever change. Their 
experience is a true testament to the power of pop culture, social media, and the world wide 
web.! !
For more information regarding “Do You Wanna Go To Starbucks?” or it’s creators, please 
contact Alan Hueth at AlanHueth@pointloma.edu or Ross Nederhoff 
rossnederhoff1006@pointloma.edu
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